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Scripture Lessons  Isaiah 35:1-10, James 5:7-10, & Matthew 11:2-11
The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.
Singing Our Faith #221    “In the Bleak Midwinter”
The Good News 	       “Just Weird Enough”
Bringing Forward God’s Tithes and Our Gifts
*Doxology # 95   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all Creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Thanksgiving
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Singing Our Faith #234 (vs. 1 & 4)  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
*Blessing and Dismissal
*Postlude
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    Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church
       10:30 a.m. ~ December 14, 2025 ~ Third Sunday of Advent
Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual Conference is “to be 
disciples of Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners, who influence others to serve.” 
WELCOME! JOIN US IN WORSHIPING GOD!
Prelude	
Welcome and Ministry Announcements  	
Welcome in the name of Christ our Lord. Please register your attendance, printing your name, address, phone, and email, on the attendance pad provided on your pew. Thank you for silencing cell phones as we gather to worship God.
Invocation
*Greeting
God has spoken by the prophets,
       spoken the unchanging Word,
each from age to age proclaiming
       God, the one, the righteous Lord!
Amid the world’s despair and turmoil
       one firm anchor holding fast:
God eternal reigns forever,
       God the first and God the last.
God has spoken by Christ Jesus,
       Christ, the everlasting Son,
brightness of the Father’s glory,
       with the Father ever one;
spoken by the Word incarnate,
       God of God, ere time was born;
Light of light, to earth descending,
       Christ, as God in human form.
 



God is speaking by the Spirit,
       speaking to our hearts again;
in the age-long Word declaring
       God’s own message, now as then.
Through the rise and fall of nations
       one sure faith yet standing fast:
God abides, the Word unchanging,
       God the first and God the last.
*Singing Our Faith #245 (vs. 1 & 2)  “The First Noel”
Lighting of the Advent Wreath	    			      Linda Jessen
“And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”
(Isaiah 35:10)
We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Joy. May the joyful promise of your presence, O God, make us rejoice in our hope of salvation. O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
Opening Prayer
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Anthem		    “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”
[bookmark: _Hlk135052997][bookmark: _Hlk139012018][bookmark: _Hlk142552795][bookmark: _Hlk143072495][bookmark: _Hlk143605580]Greeting Friends and Neighbors
Prayer of Illumination				
O God of Isaiah and John the Baptist, through all such faithful ones you proclaim the unfolding of future joy and renewed life. Strengthen our hearts to believe your advent promise that one day we will walk in the holy way of Christ, where sorrow and sighing will be no more and the journey of God’s people will be joy. Amen.


[bookmark: _Hlk204156277]Welcome to all! We gather to praise God for the innumerable blessings given to us and to grow deeper in the Spirit. Joyfully, let us lift our hearts to God.
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	Tuesday, 12/16
	9:30 a.m.
	Homeschool Play Rehearsal


**Looking Ahead on the Calendar **
	[bookmark: _Hlk214357170]Sunday, 12/21
	10:00 a.m.
	Choir

	
	
	

	Wednesday, 12/24
	5:00 p.m.
	Christmas Eve Candlelighting Service

	
	
	

	Monday, 12/29
	
	Deadline for articles
(January/February/March)


[bookmark: _Hlk171502583][bookmark: _Hlk213316822][image: ]In Memoriam
Barbara Driskill Blunt
May 21, 1931 – December 7, 2025
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church extends Christian love and sympathy to the family of Barbara D. Blunt and especially to her husband, Jimmy, and to her daughters, Susan, Robbie, Kay, Dana, and Janice. The graveside committal will be held tomorrow, Monday, Dec. 15th, 11:00 a.m.,  at Fort Hill Memorial Park.
[image: ]Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church extends Christian love and sympathy to the family of Ralph Coleman, Jr., and especially to his brother, Steve Coleman. Mr. Coleman passed away on December 7, 2025.
2025 Christmas Offering
Our 2025 Christmas Offering will go towards the painting on the outside of the church. Goal-$6,000.00. Christmas offering envelopes are provided in the pew racks.
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Birthdays Coming Up: (December) 17-Chris Glass, 
18-Linda Stables, 21-Rev. Becky Cloud, 22-Jane White, 23-Linda Jessen, Loretta Mayhew

Angel Tree for Humankind Children
Take an angel ONLY if you plan to shop for gifts. If you want to donate money for the Humankind staff to use in purchasing gifts for the children, make out a check to “Chestnut Hill UMC”, with “Angel Tree” on the memo line. Gifts must be wrapped, labeled with the angel’s name, and returned TODAY (no later). Monetary gifts should also be turned in TODAY and no later, to give the staff time to shop. Please sign the sheet on the podium beside the Angel Tree, giving the name of the angel, if you are going to shop. If you are donating a check, please indicate that beside your name.
Estimate of Giving for 2026
It is that time of year when we are asked to take a prayerful look at our giving and to make a financial commitment for CHUMC ministries. Estimate of Giving cards are placed in the Commons (and the church office). Put it in the weekly offering plate, or mail in, so that we have your pledge by the end of December. 
Mitten Tree Trunk
Our Mitten Tree trunk (provided by Pat Short’s daughter, Susan) has been placed in the Commons. We are asking for mittens, gloves, warm hats, scarves, and new or gently-used warm jackets. These items will be delivered to Humankind sometime after Christmas. A deadline will be announced later.
For the Grocery Cart:
December ~ Side dishes for a holiday meal; stuffing, cranberry sauce, instant potatoes, canned vegetables, etc. Place donations in the grocery cart, located in the Commons. 
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Making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.
You are welcome at Chestnut Hill UMC. 


4660 Fort Avenue ~ Lynchburg, Virginia 24502
Church: 434-239-8423 
Minister’s Cell: 434-944-7723, Minister’s Email: awhite@ves.org
Email: chestnuthillumc@comcast.net 
On the Web at chestnuthillumc.net
Find us on Facebook: Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church
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